
Oppose Amendment 42h to HB 446
and its‘ proposed change from allowing a

passive consent (opt-out) process to requiring
an active consent (opt-in) process for the YRBS

The YRBS is a national survey that
provides communities with valuable
information on a variety of youth risk
behaviors and helps to assess how
they change over time.

Schools, policy makers, coalitions, community
organizations & foundations use YRBS data to
identify problems, develop strategies, &
assess if strategies are producing the desired
impacts both locally & statewide. 

The Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) & How it’s Used

Current Policies & Procedures for the YRBS in NH

“...using passive consent procedures...typically result in a very high response rate, and may also yield a non-
biased sample for population-based surveys (e.g., all of the enrolled students at a school). [In the 1st year of a
study (Pokorny, et al. 2001) parent consent letters were sent to over 7,000 6th – 8th graders, giving parents the
opportunity to decline permission .. The participation rate was 89% and representative of the enrolled students.]”

Some studies show that active consent procedures can result in a biased sample, which affects your ability to
generalize the results. (Liu et al., 2017) (Spence et al., 2015)

One of the major criticisms of using passive consent procedures is that the parent/guardian may not get the
information they need about the study. Current laws mitigate that risk with policies and procedures regarding
the timing and process of notification of parents/guardians of the survey and the ability to opt-out of the survey.

While it is possible to elicit high participation rates with active consent, more resources are often needed to
accomplish this goal, and you might exclude those at highest risk.

Consider the following points
when making decisions that change NH's YRBS policies and procedures

Call to Action:
Oppose Amendment 42h to HB 446

and allow us to continue collecting reliable,
representative YRBS data

This process has allowed
us to collect

comprehensive,
reliable, representative

data from over 80% of
the student population in
participating schools at
the time of each survey

District-level approval for YRBS implementation
Current state law requires notification to parents and
guardians to occur no later than 10-days prior to survey
administration date; often this includes several emails, letters,
notifications on school websites & online portals, and more
Current state law requires parents & guardians have access to
review survey questions on school/district websites & in
school’s office no later than 10-days prior to the survey date 
Current state law requires a written process for parents &
guardians to opt-out
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